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famine, pestilence and privation, rarely surpass*
ed in the recent annals of warfare, compelled
him to raise the white flag. Of the
attempted relief of Kut, the Commission wrote:
** The history of the attempts to relieve Kut is
melancholy reading enough, a record of a pro-
longed struggle carried on with inadequate
means under abnormal conditions of atrocious
weather, and terminating in failure/3 It was
after the failure of these repeated attempts that
Townshend surrendered on that memorable
day, April 29, 1915. The Commission found
that the main causes of the failure to relieve
Kut " were premature attacks, inadequate
transport, and insufficient numerical superiority
orar a strongly entrenched enemy."
ii
The final verdict of the Commission was
this: "The unpreparedness of the Indian
Army for its task in Mesopotamia was primarily
due to a long-standing policy of economy and
restriction of military preparation to the needs
of frontier warfare, for which the Home and
Indian Governments were, of course, responsi-
blea^d not Sir Beauchamp Dufi and the General